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On August 7 in Guatemala City, after many hours of closed-door meetings, the presidents of
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Costa Rica, Honduras and El Salvador ignored the August 5 US peace
plan, and issued one of their own, known as the Act of Peace and Cooperation for the Isthmus.
The principal measures included in the Act were introduced by Costa Rican President Oscar Arias
several months ago. In the accord signed by the presidents, the five Central American governments
indicated acceptance of the premise of democratization in their respective countries, and requested
the termination of outside aid to irregular and insurgent forces in the five nations. Major points
of the peace accord are summarized below: *Within 15 days of signing the accord, the five foreign
ministers are to form a Regional Executive Commission to facilitate and organize the fulfillment of
the agreements in stipulated time periods. "Working groups" to be named by the foreign ministers
are to carry out the commitments regarding the various provisions. Arias said that separate groups
would be formed to deal with democratization, cease-fires, amnesties, suspension of aid and other
matters. *The accord stipulates that within 90 days of the accord, governments in the region where
armed conflict is underway must declare a ceasefire, promulgate amnesty for the rebels (who
disarm) and others accused of political crimes, and the incorporation of former rebels who accept
amnesty into the national political process. These aspects of the accord are to be verified by National
Reconciliation Commissions (see below). *Aid to guerrilla groups in neighboring countries must
be terminated. The five presidents also request the immediate termination of "outside" (nonCentral American, read US) military aid to insurgent and irregular forces. The deadline for aid
termination is 90 days after the accord is signed, or simultaneous to the ceasefires and amnesty
and dialogue provisions. All Central American governments must immediately prohibit the use of
respective national territories by guerrillas seeking to destabilize the governments of neighboring
countries. *Simultaneous with the cease-fires, the regional governments must promote unrestricted
liberties of the press and political activity, repeal of existing states of emergency, and free elections
monitored by international observers. *After the creation of conditions for democracy, simultaneous
elections are to take place in the five countries, under Organization of American States (OAS)
supervision, to form a Central American Parliament. Next, local and presidential elections are
to be held according to each country's existing timetable, also under international supervision.
*Dialogue with respective "civic opposition" forces is to be organized via the establishment of
National Reconciliation Commissions, of particular importance in Nicaragua and El Salvador.
(Note: The accord does not obligate the Nicaraguan and Salvadoran governments to enter into
direct dialogue with the contras, and the FMLN, respectively.) These commissions are charged with
verifying compliance with amnesty, cease-fire, democratization and other provisions. They are to
be formed by August 27 through a rather complicated process designed to ensure participation by
representatives of governments, their opponents and neutral individuals. Commission members
will consist of one representative of the government, the internal political opposition, and the
Roman Catholic Church, and a "notable citizen" who is does not work for the government, nor
pertain to the ruling party. (The latter is to be selected by the government.) *The Contadora Group is
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requested to conclude negotiations on the reduction of arms inventories and military troop strength,
and the withdrawal of foreign troops in areas specified in the accord. Negotiations on these matters,
including measures to disarm irregulars, are to begin within 60 days of the accord. *Within 30 days,
an International Security Commission is to be formed to supervise achievement of the agreement's
goals, consisting of the UN Secretary General, the OAS Secretary General, and foreign ministers
of the countries supporting the Contadora peace initiative (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Panama,
Peru, Mexico, Uruguay and Venezuela). 120 days after the signing of the accord, this Commission
will evaluate progress made on fulfilling the accord. The Commission will present reports to the five
governments. *The five presidents agreed to reconvene in January 1988 to evaluate the fulfillment
of the Arias Plan. *All governments agreed to attempt the elaboration of economic and cultural
agreements to promote economic development. [Basic data from EXCELSIOR, UNO MAS UNO, EL
NACIONAL (Mexico), NEW YORK TIMES, 08/08/87]
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